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GEOGRAPHY 328: GIS ANALYSIS 
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY, UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA 

Course outline - Fall 2014 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
Dr. Shannon Fargey 
Office: DTB Rm B308 
Email: fargey@.uvic.ca 
Tel: 250-721-7342 
 
Office hours: Wednesday 2:00 to 3:00 pm  
  Thursday 11:00 am to 12:00 pm 
  or by appointment 
 
Lecture Information: 
Time: Tues, Wed Ð 11:30 am -12:20 pm 
Location: COR A229 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course focuses on analysis for digital mapping and modeling, developing and using 
geographic data to answer spatial research questions, conducting basic spatial 
interpolations, and carrying-out multi-criteria modelling. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
1. To understand the capabilities and limitations of GIS 
2. To know how to solve spatial problems (theoretically and practically) using GIS 
3. Communicate GIS issues and solutions 
4. To read and write about GIS 

 
TOPICS TO BE STUDIED: 
¥ GIS overview 
¥ Databases, queries and measurement 
¥ Raster Analysis 
¥ Terrain Analysis 
¥ Overlays and Buffers 
¥ Quality and Uncertainty 
¥ Interpolation 
¥ Network Analysis 
¥ Special topics and Research 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK 
Chang, K. T. (2014). Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (7th ed) New York: 
McGraw-Hill (available at the University Bookstore) 
 
A list of supplemental reading and texts will be posted on the course page. 
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¥ Late assignments will be penalized 10% per day (including weekends and 
holidays). Exceptions will only be granted for documented medical or compassionate 
reasons. Only the course instructor can grant exceptions. 

¥ All assignments must be submitted to write the final exam. 
¥ Conflicts with holidays or travel plans are not considered an acceptable reason to 

apply for a deferred examination or assignment extensions. 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
¥ A high level of student cooperation and participation, involving asking and answering 

questions during the lectures.   
¥ Cell phones and portable music players must be turned off or silenced during lectures.  

Students are also required to remove earphones.  
¥ Students are required to attend all lectures and take notes.  
¥ Students are expected to be punctual for classes.  Not all material presented in the 

lectures is covered in the text.  
¥ The individual student is required to read the assigned chapters of the textbook prior 

to class.  Not all the textbook will be covered in the lectures but may be covered in the 
test or exam. 

 
CLASS CLIMATE 
The University of Victoria has made a conscientious effort to increase diversity in the 
student, staff and faculty member populations. To ensure that all class members feel 
welcomed and equally able to contribute to class discussions, we will all endeavour to be 
respectful in our language, our examples, and the manner in which we conduct our 
discussions and group work.  as044T2 1 Tf
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